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NEWSLETTER 
                                            Tuesday 5th February 2019. No 1 
 
TERM 1 2019 
 
Friday 1st February ~ 2019 PREP STUDENTS COMMENCED AT 8:50AM SHARP. 
 
Monday 4th February ~ ALL STUDENTS IN YEARS 1 ï 6 COMMENCED AT 8:50AM SHARP. 
 
Wednesday 6th February ~ NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS, except those who are scheduled for 
testing. 
 
Friday 8th February ~ WHOLE SCHOOL OPENING OF YEAR MASS, 9:30am in the Church.  
All Parents and Relatives are most welcome. 
 
Friday 8th February ~ WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY, 2:45pm in the Hall. 
 
Wednesday13th February ~ NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS, except those who are scheduled for 
testing. 
 
Thursday 14th February ~ SCHOOL PHOTOS FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF. 
 
Wednesday 20th February ~ NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS, except those who are scheduled for 
testing. 
 
Monday 25th February ~ PENTAGONAL COLLECTIVE (5 Schools) MATHEMATICS CLOSURE 
DAY. NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS. 
 
Wednesday 27th February ~ PARISH EDUCATION BOARD MEETING, 7:30pm in the Parish 
House. 
 
Wednesday 6th March ~ ASH WEDNESDAY MASS FOR WHOLE SCHOOL, 10:30am in the Church 
 
.Monday 11th March ~ LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY, No school for students and staff. 
 
Sunday 17th March ~ ST PATRICK’S DAY & COMMENCEMENT OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
WEEK. 
 
Tuesday 19th March ~ OPEN DAY & TOUR SESSIONS 1 & 2 FOR 2020 ENROLMENTS, 9:30am & 
7:00pm. 
 
Thursday 21st March ~ OPEN DAY & TOUR SESSIONS 3 & 4 FOR 2020 ENROLMENTS, 9:30am & 
7:00pm. 
 
Friday 22nd March ~ RIDE TO SCHOOL DAY, get on your bike, scooter and roller blades & come 
to school. 
 
Wednesday 27th March ~ PARISH EDUCATION BOARD MEETING, 7:30pm in the Parish House. 



Hello Students, Parents, Staff and Friends of St Matthewôs, 
A warm welcome back to all our existing students and parents and an equally warm welcome 

to all our new students and their families. I hope you all had a most restful and enjoyable break ready 
to what should be a very exciting year here at St Matthewôs.  

It was wonderful to see our Preps start so well last Friday with only a few tears and that was 
the Mums. Seriously though, they got off to a great start and are getting used to the routine of school 
already. Well done Preps! 

Our Year 1 ï 6 students commenced today and it was great to see so many smiling faces as 
they got out of their cars and headed into school. I could hear the buzzing excitement from out in William 
Street. They were obviously glad to be back with their school buddies. 
Finally, Parents please make note of the upcoming listed dates as the term will certainly be a busy one.   
                       

STUDENT WELLBEING NEWS 

Dear Families  
                       You will find below our SRC leaders for the 2019 school year. Each of these 
students have been nominated by their previous teachers as they have shown the following 
qualities.  
         : are a good role model. 
         : have good communication skills  
         : are organized  
         : are reliable  
         : show initiative  
         : are responsible 
         : is respectful  
 
We Congratulate: 
  1M:  Hudson Offerman 
  1PV:  Lexie Minas 
  2F:    Dalina Hormis 
  2H:    Marcus Themistokleous 
  3PM: Angela Essa 
  3V:    Malena Zea 
  4C:    Raza Kiryo 
  4K:    Sophie Carrafa 
  5D:    Hannah Cavanagh 
  5DP:  Dana Issa (School Vice-Captain) 
  5PS:  Jamil El-Khoury (School Vice-Captain) 
  6T:     Lida Zomaya 
  6TH:  Aaron James-Zoccoli (School Captain) 
  6TH:  Olivia Pitruzzello (School Captain) 
  6YG:  Georgette Anastasiou 
 
Thanking You 
Mrs Helen Howden (REL, Student Wellbeing & Learning Diversity Leader) 
Please note: Their SRC badges will be blessed at Mass this Friday and the students will be 
presented with their badges at Assembly on the same day commencing at 2:45pm 

WHOLE SCHOOL OPENING OF THE YEAR MASS  
We welcome Parents and Relatives to our ñWhole School Opening of the Year Massò at 9:30am this 
Thursday 7th February in St Matthewôs Church. We look forward to celebrating Mass with Father Boy 
who has just returned from the Philippines last Saturday. See you there! 

PARADE OPEN DAYS 
Please refer to the flyer that is on page 7. Certainly worth attending to see what they offer. 

FEES & LEVIES 
A big thank you to the many families who have already paid their childrenôs levies and fees. Please 
refer to the information sheet if you need any clarification in regards on what needs to be paid. 

ST MATTHEW’S PLAYGROUP  
 Once again our Playgroup will operating every Monday (except Public holidays) & Thursday from 
9:00am ï 11:00am.                                    

SCHOOL PHOTOS - Student and family photos will be taken on Thursday 14th February. 

Envelopes came home today. Please make sure you place the exact money in the envelope 



REMINDER ABOUT SUMMER SCHOOL UNIFORM    

 

      
 
A reminder to all Parents that all students are now required to wear our new Summer Uniform, 
photo on the left. Also when it is a PE or Inter-School Sport day they are required to be in their 
Sport Uniform of sports top, sport shorts, white socks and if it is cold their  track suit top and 
bottom. The broad brimmed school hat is to be worn at all times in Terms 1 & 4. 
Runners are only allowed to be worn during PE and Sport Days, Black School Shoes on every 
other occasion. Great School Shoes at Great prices are available from “MY SHOES.” See below. 

                                   
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM GARMENTS IN LOST PROPERTY 
In the Lost Property room next to the Office there are a number of garments left over from last 
year. 5 School Jumpers, sizes 6, 6, 8, 9 & 10. 3 Beanies, 2 Sport tops both size 6 and a track suit 
top size 8. All garments do not have names on them. Parents please put your child’s name on 
each piece of their school uniform so they can be returned promptly to you or your child. 



                                 UPDATED STAFFING SCHEDULE FOR 2019 

Principal Mr Bob Brown 

Deputy Principal / Teaching & Learning Mrs Carmela D’Amato 

R E/Wellbeing/Learning Diversity Leader Mrs Helen Howden 

   Classroom Positions                                Returning Staff  / New Staff                                Internal Position Changes 

Grade Name Days at School 

PP Miss Vanessa Piscitelli  Mon-Fri 

PL Miss Caitlin Lyons Mon-Fri 

1M Mr Simon McKenzie Mon-Fri 

1PV Mrs Christine Pileggi /  
Mrs Natalie Valastro 

Mon-Wed 
Thurs-Fri 

2H Miss Nicola Howard Mon-Fri 

2F Miss Lucy Fornaro  Mon-Fri 

3PM Mrs Teresa Pieri / 
Mrs Jessica Mazzone 

Mon-Wed 
Thurs-Fri 

3V Mrs Katherine Vago Mon-Fri 

4C  Mrs Jessica Chouieri Mon-Fri 

4K Mr John Kavanagh Mon-Fri  

5D Mr Matthew Donlon Mon-Fri 

5DP Miss Caitlin Di Pasquale Mon-Fri 

5PS Mrs Christine Pengelly /  
Mirs Monica Sozzi 

Mon-Thurs 
Fri 

6YG Mr Robert Yacoub /  
Mrs Melissa Gheller 

Mon ï Wed & Fri 
Thurs 

6T Mrs Annie Torres  Mon-Fri 

6TH Miss Annie Thompson Mon-Fri 

Digital Technologies Mr Peter Miller / Robert Yacoub Mon-Wed, Thurs 

Italian Mrs Vita Cesile Mon-Wed 

Librarian Mrs Christine Pengelly Fri 

Music  Mr Michael Travers Wed-Fri 

P.E To Be Confirmed Mon-Wed 

Drama Mrs Helena Chayna Mon-Wed 

Maths Intervention Mr Garry Foulds Tues, Wed & Thurs 

Reading Recovery Mrs Alex Matzaris Mon-Fri 

Literacy Leader Mrs Rina Carfi Mon-Fri 

Mathematics Leader  Ms Katrina White Mon-Fri 

Digital Technologies Leader Mr Peter Miller Mon-Wed 

School Counsellor (Centrecare) Mrs Filena Pistillo Thurs & Fri 

School Bursar Mrs Natalie Moreira Mon-Fri  

Office Administration Mrs Lina Fieschi Mon & Fri  

Office Administration Mrs Zina DôArgenio Tues, Wed & Thurs 

Laminating/School/UniformShop/Admin Mrs Almoza Chahoud Mon,Wed & Thurs 

Learning Support Officer (LSO) Mrs Lorna Cassar Mon-Wed  

Learning Support Officer Mrs Silvia Gauci Mon-Fri  

Learning Support Officer Mrs Debbie Dixon Tues ïThurs 

Learning Support Officer Mrs Sue Kynigopoulos Mon-Fri 

Learning Support Officer Mrs Wadad Kairuz Mon-Fri  

Learning Support Officer Mrs Angela Webber Mon-Fri 

Learning Support Officer Mr Andy Jack Tues-Thurs 

Canteen Manager Mrs Anna El Khoury Tues-Fri 

Playgroup/Community Liaison / LSO Mrs Bushra Giliana Mon & Thurs  

New Arrivals / Refugee Teacher 
New Arrivals / Refugee LSO 

Mrs Marie Assi 
Mrs Silvana Kelada 

Tues & Thurs 
Mon-Thurs  

Maintenance Officers Damian Lyons / Stephen Micallef Tues - Thurs  Mon & Fri (Voluntary) 

Cleaners Claudette McAllister / Charlie Laio Both Mon-Fri   

 
Have a great first week everyone!                                                                   Bob Brown – Principal                                                                                                                                                         
ñOur School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all our children and vulnerable 
adults.ò 



               
SCHOOL GATES 
The School gates this year will be closed at 9:00am by either of our Maintenance men, Mr Damian 
Lyons (Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday) and Mr Steven Micallef (Monday & Friday). They will also 
open them at 3:15pm every afternoon. WE feel this a lot safer not having the students do either of 
these jobs. 
 

MOBILE PHONES 
If Parents wish to allow their children to bring their mobile phones to school solely for their safety to 
and from school then they must inform their childôs teacher in written form. Once at school the 
children are to place their phones in their bags and on entering the classroom they have to hand over 
their phone to their teacher to be locked away until they are dismissed. 
 If any student uses their mobile phone inappropriately at school it will confiscated and their parents 
will have to come after school to receive it back. If this was to happen a second time then that child 
would not be permitted to bring a mobile phone to school. 
 

LITERACY NEWS 
Dear Parents, 
If you would like to help in the Literacy department this year please come and see me. We will have a 
new Home Reading system and I would like to have as many parents come to help on Monday 
mornings. I am in the junior building near the Canteen. 

 
Rina Carfi 

Literacy Leader 

 

 
  
 

 
 
ST MATTHEWS CHESS CLUB 

We are very pleased to announce the introduction of St Matthewôs Chess Club. Playing chess 
is a great way to build problem solving, visualisation and strategy skills as well developing social skills 
and good sportsmanship.     

The club will run on Thursday lunchtimes in the library for grades 3 to 6. Players will be split 
into beginner and experienced groups and will play against the other members of their group. Brand 
new chess players will have the opportunity to learn how to play the game and get some practice 
before their competition begins. See the next page for the advertisement. 

To practice or play online go to https://www.chess.com/ or install a chess app (such as Chess 
HD) on your IPad. 

                           
 
 
 
 
 
ST. MATTHEW’S PARISH YOUTH GROUP 
Contact Adrian Agpasa on 0403 211 890 for any enquiries.  
 

https://www.chess.com/


 
 
Let the Games begin! 
Mrs Katrina White 
 
Mathematics Leader 

 



EXTEND UPDATE. 4/2/2019     

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

Red Pocket Art 

& Craft  

Zodiac Story & 

Colouring  

Chinese Lantern  Paper Plate Fish  Lunar New Year 

Cookies Baking  

 

Whatôs Been Happening? 

Welcome back and happy New Year everyone! Hope you guys did have a wonderful and 

happy holiday with families. This term we are going to have lots of fun with a diverse range 

of interesting activities. We hope to see you all soon.  

Yee Yin,  

Team Leader 

Enrol and book now: extend.com.au 

   

 

SAVINGS FOR EXTEND FAMILIES WITH NEW CHANGES TO FEE STRUCTURE IN 2019 

We are excited to announce some changes to our fee structure which will lead to savings for all 

Extend families!  

The 2019 school year will see the following changes occur: 

Ultimate Enrolment Flexibility  

A $30 deposit into an Extend account on enrolment is no longer a requirement of finalising 

enrolment with Extend. All families who create a new enrolment can now enrol without parting 

with $30 in advance! 

Ultimate Booking Flexibility  

https://extend.com.au/


 

Families can book online up to the last minute prior to the start time of their service as bookings 

are now registered in our system instantaneously! 

Ultimate Convenience  

Families booking for Before School Care and the Holiday Program, now have no walk-in rate 

applied, ever! We do encourage online bookings to ensure we have staffed the service 

correctly. Now with the ultimate flexibility to book online up to one minute prior to the session 

starting, there will be no reason to avoid booking.  

Ultimate Safety 

After School Care also has no 60 minute walk-in rate. Families can also book online up to one 

minute prior to the service starting providing ultimate flexibility. If a child is not booked in and 

simply turns up at the After School Care service, an emergency fee will be applied for this 

session to accommodate all safety and security actions associated with the unexpected 

attendance of a child without notice from the parent. This emergency rate only applies to After 

School Care, where Extend must instantaneously assume responsibility for the child in the 

absence of a parent or guardian. 

These changes create unparalleled convenience for Extend families! We are pleased to offer a 

state of the art booking system that now operates in real time, providing instant bookings and 

allowing families the ultimate in flexibility. 

We look forward to supporting you in 2019.  

 

Regards,  

The Extend Team 
 

                                                                                                          

        
                







 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

    
     
 

 


